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Nonfiction 
For Reference Use 
Mallory, W. H., ed. Political hand- 
book of the world; parliaments, 
parties and press as of January 1, 
1940. Harper (For Council on For- 
eign Relations, Inc.) $2.50 354 


A useful, compact reference volume 
which is here revised and which will be 
issued annually, presenting information 
on the parliaments, parties and press of 
the different countries of the world. 
Descriptions of the organization and 
function of the International Labor 
Office, the League of Nations and the 
Permanent Court of International 
Justice are also given. 


Mawson, C. O. S. & Robson, J. W. 
Complete desk book. Crowell $2.50 
029.6 


An exceedingly helpful and widely 
ranging manual not only for those who 
write but for those who deal with what 
is written. Among the important 
chapters are those on misuses of 
grammar, the practice of punctuation, 
word division, preparing an index, the 
craft of proofreading, typography and 
design. Index. 


Philosophy, Ethics, Religion 
adiman, Clifton, ed. I believe. Simon 
$3.75 190 


Twenty-one eminent men and women, 
poets, novelists, philosophers, scientists 


Ligon, E. M. 


and others, all intellectuals, both Ameri- 
can and foreign, offer their personal 
philosophies which range from agnosti- 
cism, to strong, orthodox Christian 
faith, There are additional short 
credos by 17 of the original con- 
tributors to Living philosophies (by 
Alfred Einstein and others, Simon 
1931) who here restate their beliefs. 


Their future is now. 
Macmillan $3 170 


Original, detailed and constructive 
character development program written 
especially for parents and teachers, and 
based on “the eight traits of person- 
ality as found in the teachings of Jesus 
and developed in the light of modern 
psychology.” In this program carried 
out as a project by the laboratory of 
psychology of Union College and the 
Westminster Church School, Albany, 
N. Y., individual differences in children 
are recognized, and at different age 
levels. Questionnaires are used as a 
means of measuring progress and 
toward strengthening the child’s per- 
sonality; and methods are suggested 
both for individual development and 
social integration. Short bibliography, 
index. 


Sperry, W. L. Strangers and pilgrims. 


(Lowell Inst. lectures, 1938). (At- 
lantic Monthly Press bks) Little 
$2.50 242 


Understanding and appreciative dis- 
cussions of six classics of Christian 


t Indicates books suitable also for use in high school libraries. 
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devotion, pointing out their more strik- 
ing qualities and introducing relevant 
biographical data. The purpose of the 
studies is to turn readers to a personal 
study of the truth and beauty of Saint 
Augustine’s Confessions; The little 
flowers by Saint Francis; The imrt- 
tation of Christ; The theologia Ger- 
manica; Brother Lawrence’s Practice 
of the presence of God; John Wool- 
man’s Journal. Suggested texts and 
editions. 


Sociology, Political Economy, Economics, 
Education 


Brooks, L. M. & Brooks, E. C. Ad- 
venturing in adoption. Univ. of 
North Carolina Press $2 362.73 


Weaving into the chapters their own 
experience as adoptive parents and the 
experiences of others, the authors are 
concerned, in part 1, with facts and 
fears, parents, the family and scientific 
aids; in part 2, with folkways, social 
work foundations, statutes, research 
and homes. Readable, authoritative 
and helpful, the book is designed both 
for prospective adoptive parents and 
for social workers. Annotated bibli- 
ography, index. 


Fuess, C. M. Creed of a schoolmaster. 
(Atlantic Monthly Press bks) Little 
$2 370.4 


Touching on various problems of 
education, this is a collection of essays, 
lucid, sane and to the point, by the 
headmaster of Phillips Andover Aca- 
demy. Included also are a historical 
study of the New England academy, 
and an analysis of the English public 
school. 


+Gustafson, A. F. & others. Conser- 
vation in the United States. Com- 


stock $3 333 


Simply written, and abundantly illus- 
trated from photographs, this is a non- 
technical presentation by members of 
the faculty of Cornell University of 
the important facts concerning the con- 
servation of natural resources in the 
United States, covering the conservation 
of soil and water resources, of forests, 
parks and grazing lands, wild life and 
mineral resources. Reading list. Index. 
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Neurath, Otto. 


+Pratt, Fletcher. 


+Mearns, Hughes. The creative adult; 


self-education in the art of living. 
Doubleday $3 374 


The author, professor of creative 
education at Columbia University, 
offers stimulating suggestions for dis- 
covering, developing and strengthening 
the creative spirit. In pointing out how 
the adult may free himself from fears, 
prejudices and the “imprisonment of 
conformity,” and “through training in 
self-faith and self-understanding, foster 
and intensify unsuspected personal 
power,” he reinforces his dicta with 
illuminating and encouraging episodes 


from his successful teaching experience. § 


Modern man in the 
making. Knopf $2.95 309 


Trends in modern life, for example, 
those in living conditions, manufactur- 
ing, infant mortality, war economy, 
wealth, leisure etc. are visualized 
through the use of striking and in- 
genious isotypes (colored pictorial 
graphs). The concise accompanying 
text, which is both historical and inter- 
pretative, further elucidates the changes 
which are taking place. Brief list of 
reference books. 


Sea power and to- 
day’s war. Harrison-Hilton $3 359 
A “technical study of the strength 


of the sea powers and of their tactics 
and strategy in the event of a general 


war,” written during the summer of 


1939. While events have moved rapidly 
in Europe since then, the layman will 
find the book full of the best data avail- 
able, and will be interested in the 
problems posed and the deductions 
drawn by the author. Photographs. 
No index. 


Natural Science 


tDitmars, R. L. Field book of North 


Doubleday $3.50 
598.12 


the curator of 


American snakes. 


A field book by 
mammals and reptiles, New York 
Zoological Park, which clearly and 
without difficult technical detail serves 
to identify for the layman the snakes 
to be found in North America, the 
country being divided into three main 
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zones, northeastern, southeastern and 
western. For each section there is a 
key to the snakes of that locality, with 
descriptions of both poisonous and non- 
poisonous snakes. Treatment of snake 
bite is included. Photographic plates. 
Classified list of North American 
snakes. Bibliography, index. 

+What snake is that? by Roger 
Conant and William Bridges (Apple- 
ton-Century $2 598.12) is a field guide 
limited to the snakes of the United 
States east of the Rocky mountains. A 
lighter weight book to carry into the 
field than the Ditmars, and like it, 
aiming at easy identification and noting 
treatment of snake bite. Identification 
key, index. One hundred eight excel- 
lent drawings by Edmond Malnate. 
The authors are curator of Phila- 
delphia Zoological Garden, and curator 
of publications, New York Zoological 
Park, respectively. 


+Mangham, Sydney. Earth’s green 
mantle. Macmillan $3.50 580 


The author, professor of botany, 
University College, Southampton, has 
outlined for the layman the story of 
man’s efforts to understand and utilize 
the wealth of plant life; some of the 
problems which plants have presented 
and the methods used in attempting to 
solve these problems; the parts played 
by other branches of science in the 
development of our knowledge of 


plants; and the use made of such 
knowledge. Adapted from Intro- 
duction. 

Photographs and text figures. Read- 


ing list, index. 


+Morgan, A. H. 


mals in winter. 


Field book of ani- 
Putnam $3.50 
591.54 


Concise yet readable introduction by 
a professor of zoology at Mount Hol- 
yoke College to “the ways in which 
animals meet the crises and depressions 
of winter,” treating such subjects as 
migration, hibernation, winter com- 
munities of land animals, seasonal 
changes in fresh water and _ in 
fresh-water animals, from fresh-water 
sponges, land insects, snails, fishes, 
snakes and turtles to birds and mam- 
mals. Excellent sketch drawings, 


photographs and four full-color plates. 
References, index. 


+Watkins-Pitchford, D. J. 


Baker, O. E. & others. 


Cabot, Hugh. 
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Cs. B” 
pseud.) Manka, the sky gipsy. Scrib- 
ner $3 598.41 


Manka is a wild goose, a rare and 
beautiful creature, standing out among 
his companions because he is white, an 
albino, and therefore coveted by all 
fowlers but especially by Foxy, a mean, 
ignorant poacher for whom the white 
goose becomes an obsession. With 
singular felicity the author has caught 
the feeling of Manka’s gypsy life with 
its wonderful freedom, his seasonal 
migrations from lonely, desolate Arctic 
regions to his feeding grounds in 
England’s marshes and back again for 
breeding and molting, his mating, and 
his many narrow escapes from death 
until at long last, he and old Foxy go 
out on the tide together. Many black 
and white illustrations by the author. 


Useful Arts 


Agriculture in 
Harper $3.50 630.1 


The contributions to this valuable 
discussion on various aspects and 
problems of agriculture were first given 
in 1938 at the second conference held 
at Northwestern University by the 
Department of Contemporary Thought 
on distributive society and the possi- 
bilities of decentralization. O. E. 
Baker, for many years an agricultural 
economist in the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, considers under 
the topic “Our rural people,” two 
trends: the gradual loss of land owner- 
ship by the farming people, and the 
declining birth rate. Ralph Borsodi 
offers “A plan for rural life,” and 
M. L. Wilson, Undersecretary of 
Agriculture, ‘“ Science and folklore in 
rural life.’ A final chapter is entitled 
“The future of rural life.” Appen- 
dixes furnish additional pertinent data. 
Graphs, charts. Index. 


modern life. 


The patient’s dilemma; 
the quest for medical security in 
America. Reynal $2.50 614.2 


Regarding it as an intolerable situ- 
ation that “the people in this country 
receive —in general terms — about as 
good medical care as they can pay for,” 
the author, distinguished surgeon and 
for ten years consultant at the Mayo 


Clinic, presents with thoroughness and 
a forward-looking, constructive prac- 
tical viewpoint the problem of im- 
proved distribution of medical care, and 
in so doing he is concerned not only 
with the predicament of the patient, 
but also with that of the physician 
today. Index. 


Farmer, Laurence, & Hexter, G. J. 


What's your allergy? Random 
House $2 615.37 


A lucid, sound and valuable ex- 
planation of idiosyncratic disorders 
or allergies, of the steps by which 
medical science learned to cope with 
them, and the current methods of 
diagnosis and treatment. Written for 
the intelligent layman, by the chief of 
allergy clinic, Lenox Hill Hospital, 
New York City. Index. 


Follett, Muriel. New England year. 


Daye Press $2.50 630.1 

The satisfactions, the hustle and 
bustle, and the discouragements of life 
on a Vermont farm as related in the 
pages of a year’s diary by a woman 
who works early and late, cooking, 
canning, cleaning, sewing, helping dur- 
ing the rush of the sugar season, who 
yet has time to thrill to the changing 
beauty of the countryside, or to slide 
down hill with her two youngsters, or 
go hunting with her husband. Packed 
as the narrative is with authentic detail 
of farm activities and happy home life, 
there is room for outside interests in 
social welfare, school and neighborhood 
affairs. Wood engravings by Herbert 
Waters. 


tKerby, Philip. Victory of television. 


Harper $1 621.388 


Considering television as the newest 
of the arts, the author seeks to tell the 
general public briefly “ what television 
is, what it does, and what it may do.” 
To this end he sketches the develop- 
ment of television from early inventions 
to present-day methods of studio pro- 
duction and discusses such subjects as 
news-telecasts, sponsors and their prob- 
lems, and what may be expected of 
television in the future. Photographs. 
Appendixes give FCC regulations and 
glossary of television terms. Index. 


+Langewiesche-Brandt, Wolfgang. I'l! 


take the high road. Harcourt $2.50 
629.13 

Not a “big-time flier” but just a 
bookish, bespectacled, impecunious col- 
lege teacher, the author was determined 
to learn to fly for his own personal 
pleasure. How he accomplished his 
heart’s desire, from his gruelling period 
of instruction, his first cross-country 
flight, his first parachute jump to the 
moment he realized he had achieved his 


’ 


conquest of the air is zestfully de-— 


scribed with just the right admixture 
of the technic of flying with his experi- 


ences in the air and his reactions to§ 


them. 


Mazza, I. G. Herbs for the kitchen. § 


Little $2 641.5 


An excellent supplementary cook 
book for the person who would like to 
add flavor and variety to the daily 
menu through the use of herbs in soups, 
meats, salads, vegetables etc. Chapters 
are devoted to herbs in the garden and 
to other seasonings. Index. 


+Stieri, Emanuele. Book of indoor 
hobbies. (Whittlesey House pub.) 


McGraw $3 680 F 


Concise, specific instructions  con- 
cerning 15 hobbies which can be en- 
joyed without elaborate equipment or 
any special space other than that to be 
found in the average apartment or 
small house. Among these leisure-time 
activities are window-box and dish 
gardening, aquariums, pottery, plastics, 
pewter craft, soap carving, etchings and 
bookbinding. Many photographs and 
drawings. List of addresses where 
tools and materials may be obtained. 
Bibliography, index. 


Fine Arts 


Abbott, D. T. Indoor gardener. Univ 
of Minnesota Press $1.50 710 


Helpful, simple advice for the person 
who wants to grow plants indoors, 
answering questions concerning water- 
ing, feeding, cultivating and propagat- 
ing, and telling “what to buy ané 
why,” in bulbs and in foliage, flowering 
and gift plants. List of good foliage 
plants, formulas for insect control, 
commercial fertilizers. Sketch draw- 
ings. Index. 


[6] 





Cheney, M 
America. 
McGraw 

Iemphas 
viewpoints 
an enlight 
which “a 
the influe 
throughou 
productior 
upon Ai 
photograp 
and sculp' 


Craven, T 
Americar 
binding 
A. sele 
lithograph 
contempo! 
ing Tho 
Lauren F 


lently re 
prints are 
on the re 


graphical 
mcorporal 
vided by 


Rodin, At 
Press art 


o2 
dd 


With a 
and work 
a catalog 
of the R 
volume oi 
Rodin’s 
photogra\ 

The j 
(Phaidon 
Press $3 
ter’s pain 
photogray 
The intro 
Goldschei 
cise biblic 


Waugh, A 
house. 
For the 


ing lot, ] 
an old or 
the funda 
for guid: 
course at 
to the st 
siders pr 
of rooms 
houses, A 








L.5 
ok 


to § 


ily 
ps, 
ers 
nd 


Or 


+) 
80 


n- 





niv 
710 


"SO! 
ors 

ter- 
zat- 
and 
ring 
age 
rol 

aw- 





Cheney, Mrs M. C. 





Craven, 





Modern art in 
America. (Whittlesey House pub.) 
McGraw $4 759.1 


Emphasizing the importance and the 
viewpoints of individual artists, this is 
an enlightening survey for the layman, 
which “attempts to separate some of 
the influences that have been active 
throughout the present century in the 
production of an American art based 
upon American life.” Ninety-six 
photographic reproductions of paintings 
and sculpture. Bibliography, index. 


Thomas, ed. 
American prints. Simon $3.95 spiral 
binding 769 

A selection of 100 etchings and 
lithographs by 49 of the outstanding 
contemporary American artists, includ- 
ing Thomas Benton, Wanda Gag, 
Lauren Ford and Grant Wood. Excel- 
lently reproduced in aquatone, the 
prints are removable for framing, while 
on the reverse side appear concise bio- 
graphical data and descriptive comment, 
incorporating some information  pro- 
vided by the individual artist. 


Treasury of 


Rodin, Auguste. Rodin. (Phaidon 
Press art bks) Oxford Univ. Press 
$3 735 


With an introduction to Rodin’s life 
and work. by Sommerville Story, and 
a catalog by Georges Grappe, curator 
of the Rodin Museum in Paris, this 
volume offers 119 fine reproductions of 
Rodin’s sculpture in monochrome 
photogravure. 

The paintings of Michelangelo 
(Phaidon Press art bks Oxford Univ. 
Press $3 759.5) contains all the mas- 
ter’'s paintings with many large detail 
photographs and two folding plates. 
The introductory material is by Ludwig 
Goldscheider. Chronological table, con- 
cise bibliography. 


the little 
728.6 


For the person about to buy a build- 
ing lot, plan a new house or remodel 
an old one, this book is invaluable for 
the fundamental principles it lays down 
for guidance. Based on the author’s 


Waugh, Alice. Planning 


n 
house. McGraw $2.75 


course at Iowa State College (devoted 
to the study of small houses), it con- 
siders problems of space, arrangement 
of rooms, exterior design, Old World 
houses, American types of architecture, 


+Adler, M. J. 


the architect’s help, materials, heating, 


plumbing, lighting ete. Photographs 
and drawings. Reading references, 
index. 


The 1940 book of small houses by 
the editors of Architectural Forum 
(periodical), (Simon $1.95 728.6) is 
the third volume in this series of port- 
folios of photographs and plans whose 
purpose is to bring the last word in 
small house design and the procedure 
of building. 


Literature 


How to read a book; 


the art of getting a liberal education. 
Simon $2.50 808.5 


An eminently practical, lucid and 
stimulating volume for the teacher, the 
student and for other adults, who desire 
to become expert, active, discriminating 
readers. A general discussion of read- 
ing is followed by detailed rules for 
skilled reading of instructive, serious 
books of nonfiction, and by an ap- 
plication of these rules to the reading 
of imaginative literature and all other 
kinds of reading. Throughout, the 
author, associate professor of law at 
the University of Chicago, emphasizes 
the value of reading the great books 
in the pursuit of learning and enlight- 
enment and in order that one “ may 
think well and soundly on the issues 
we face today.” A list of the great 
books, in good, inexpensive editions, 
appears in appendix. Index. 


Cowley, Malcolm, & ‘Smith, Bernard, 


eds. Books that changed our minds. 
Doubleday $2.50 804 


Confined to the scholarly and specu- 
lative books of the twentieth century 
that have changed the American mind, 
this interesting volume is also limited 
by the political temper of its editors 
and advisers, most of whom “believe 
in democratic control and in the possi- 
bility of social progress.” Among the 
12 books chosen are Freud’s /nterpre- 
talion of dreams, discussed by George 
Soule: Turner’s Ironticr in American 
history, analyzed by Charles A. Beard; 
Richards’ Principles of literary criti- 
cism considered by David Daiches ; and 
Spengler’s Decline of the West, by 
Lewis Mumford. Each essay is pre- 
ceded by a biographical note. Reading 
list, index. 


tHousman, A. E. 


Morton, David. All in 


t+Allen, F. L. 


Collected poems. 
Holt $3 821 


In addition to A Shropshire lad, Last 
poems and More poems, this complete 
edition of Housman’s work includes 23 
poems, the first 18 of which appeared 
in Laurence Housman’s A. E. H., a 
memoir, two are printed from manu- 
scripts, and the others have been col- 
lected from periodicals. There are also 
three translations from the Greek. At- 
tractive in format with frontispiece 
portrait drawing. Chronology of the 
poems, index of first lines and. titles. 


one breath. 
Macmillan $1.50 811 

Fifty delicately lovely, melodic lyrics 
in which the heart and voice of the 
poet are attuned to the singing bird, 
the deep sky and the fragrant meadow. 


Sayers, D. L. The devil to pay. Har- 
court $1.50 822 

This able poetic drama composed for 
the annual Festival at Canterbury 
Cathedral and designed to be played in 
an hour and 40 minutes, is a modern 
version of the Doctor Faustus legend 
in which Faust sells his soul to Mephis- 
topheles for 24 years’ ignorance of 
good and evil. “The results to his 
soul of this attempt to escape reality 
are displayed in a final judgment scene 
where the Devil is cheated of his bond 
but receives his precise due.” 


History 


Since yesterday; the 
Har- 
973.91 
In Only yesterday (Harper 1931 $3), 
the period covered was from the 
Armistice, 1918 to the panic of 1929, 
Here with a slight overlapping, the 
time extends from September 1929, on 
through the economic collapse and New 
Deal activities to the beginning of the 
second World War in 1939. While 
changes in “the fads and follies and 
everyday circumstances of life” are 
not forgotten, the emphasis is chiefly 
on the economic and political transfor- 
mation of the 1930’s in the United 
States. Rapid in pace, colorful in in- 
cident and pertinent in comment. 
Photographs. Sources and index. 


Churchill, W. S. 


1939. Putnam $4 


nineteen-thirties in America. 


per $3 


Step by step, 1935- 
942.084 

Gathered in this volume are the fort- 
nightly letters written for the press 


during the anxious and dangerous years 
of 1936-39 by Winston Churchill, who 
with his accustomed perspicacity and 
verve discussed aspects of world events 
and problems of British foreign policy 
and defense. 


+De Wilde, J. C. & others. 


of the war. Houghton $2 


Handbook 

940.53 

3elieving that the present European 
War is a continuation of the World 
War, with the years 1918 to 1938 a 
period of truce, the authors, all re- 
search specialists, present a lucid, un- 
biased and well-balanced picture of the 
“shape of this titanic struggle” as 
they saw it in October 1939: “the 
methods, materials, settings and proper- 
ties that go to make up World War, 
Part II.” Among the topics considered 
are the geography of land war, armies, 
air power, navies, merchant shipping, 
propaganda etc. Excellent maps and 
pictorial charts, index. 


Durant, Will. 


of civilization) 


Life of Greece. (Story 
Simon $3.95 901 

Sustained in interest, swift in pace, 
comprehensive in scope, colorful and 
alive in characterization and descrip- 
tion, the life of Greece, from the oldest 
remains of Crete and Troy to the 
Roman conquest, is seen “both in the 
mutual interplay of its cultural ele- 
ments, and in the immense five-act 
drama of its rise and fall.’ Photo- 
graphs, maps. Bibliography, notes, 
index. 


( At- 
Little 
947.1 


As special correspondent for the 
Christian Science Monitor, the author 
was in Finland just before and for 
some time after the Russian invasion. 
He was in Helsinki when the first 
bombs were dropped and observed the 
futility of this effort to terrorize the 
valiant civilians. Aside from its value 
as an eyewitness report, the narrative, 
ending before the peace, offers insight 
into the characters of the Finnish lead- 
ers: Mannerheim, Ryti, Tanner and 
Paasikivi, and discusses such pertinent 
subjects as Stalin’s motives for his pact 
with Germany, and the Finnish negoti- 
ations with the Soviet government, this 
last based on conversations with the 
Finnish negotiators themselves. Maps. 
Photographs. Documents in appen- 
dixes. 


+Elliston, H. B. Finland fights. 


tic Monthly Press bks) 
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+Hendrick, B. J. Statesmen of the lost 


cause. (Atlantic Monthly Press 
bks) Little $3.75 973.7 
In this penetrating study of the 


Southern effort in the Civil War, the 
civic rather than the military figures 


are considered, and the government 
rather than the army. This is done 
through interpretative biographical 


sketches of Jefferson Davis, Alexander 
H. Stephens, Robert Toombs and many 
others and through an examination of 
policies and of the relationships be- 


tween these leaders. Portraits. Bibli- 
ography, index. 
¢Jackson, J. H. Finland. Macmillan 


$2 947.1 

In view of the tragic events in Fin- 
land, 1939-40, this is an especially 
timely volume, reviewing as it does, 
Finland’s history before she achieved 
her independence as a republic follow- 
ing the World War, and her problems 
during the 20 years thereafter, her 
economic crisis, political reaction, re- 
orientation, and the condition of the 
people and their civilization and cul- 
ture. Maps and diagrams. Bibliogra- 
phy, index. 


+Kirkpatrick, F. A. Latin America. 
(Cambridge historical ser.) Mac- 
millan $3.75 980 
Opening with a brief survey of the 
physical_aspects of Latin America and 
of its history from the voyages of 
Columbus to the early nineteenth cen- 
tury, the book then takes up each 
country individually, condensing in a 
style remarkable for its life and sweep, 
the chief facts of its history during the 
past 100 years, its government and 
political and economic conditions. 
Three portraits, 11 maps. Short read- 
ing lists, index. 


7Pribichevich, Stoyan. World without 


end. Reynal $3.50 949.6 
In clear, simple and_ entertaining 
manner, this saga of southeastern 


Europe (Central Europe and_ the 
Balkans) does much to make compre- 
hensible to the layman the political, 
economic and social intricacies of this 
region, beginning with the historical 
backgrounds, and ending with a timely 
chapter. on the German policy concern- 
ing these countries, and the author’s 
own conviction that “surely there will 
be democracy all over southeastern 
Europe some day.” Map on_ end 
papers. Bibliography, index. 





Riesenberg, Felix. 


tBarnouw, A. J. 


Chiang, Mme M. S. 


Cape Horn. Dodd 
$5 983 

“ The story of the Cape Horn region, 
including the Straits of Magellan, from 
the days of the first discoverers, 
through the glorious age of sail, to the 
present time.” A zestful visualization 
with numerous contemporary quvta- 
tions, of the exploits of Magellan, 
Drake, Schouten, Darwin, Melville and 
many others, including the author’s 
own experiences. Frontispiece painting 
in color, photographs, charts, map on 
end papers. Appendixes, index. 


Description and Travel 
The Dutch. 
bia Univ. Press $3 


Colum- 


914.92 

A native of Holland, the author, pro- 
fessor of the history, language and 
literature of the Netherlands in Colum- 
bia University, presents in a quietly in- 
structive volume “the characteristic 
traits that make the Dutch nation what 
it is.’ Map on end papers. Reading 
list, index. 


This is our China. 
915.1 

These papers written at intervals in 
the past few years by the wife of the 
generalissimo of China constitute in 
the main a restrained but moving pic- 
ture of wartime conditions in China 
which call for immediate help from 
democratic countries. Permeated 
throughout with the nobility of spirit 
of the author who as Mayling Soong 
of the famous Soong family, was grad- 
uated from Wellesley College 23 years 
ago, and including a statement of her 
personal faith in Christianity, they also 
reveal the aims, indomitable courage, 
perseverance and the progress of the 
Chinese people under the onslaught of 
barbaric Japanese invasion and war- 


fare. Sixteen photographs. 


Harper $3.50 


+Federal Writers’ Project, New York 


(city). New York City guide. 
(Amer. guide ser.) Random House 
$3 917.471 


Comprehensive guide offering ‘ de- 
tailed description of the communities 
and points of interest in all the five 
boroughs of New York City. It at- 
tempts, also, to indicate the human 
character of the city, to point out the 
evidence of achievements and_ short- 
comings.” Information is given con- 
cerning restaurants, shopping, amuse- 
ments, museums, traffic rules, streets 





etc., and there is a chapter on the New 
York World’s Fair, 1939. Illustra- 
tions include photographs and prints. 
Thirty-nine maps. List of books about 
New York. Complete index. 


Hawthorne, Hildegarde. Romantic 


cities of California. Appleton-Cen- 
tury $6 917.94 

Significant and picturesque bits of 
history, colorful stories and legends, 
descriptions of museums, parks and 
other places of interest, and the 
author’s own impressions of the indi- 
vidual qualities of towns and cities rub 
elbows in this volume which will serve 
as an enthusiastic guide to the traveler, 
while E. H. Suydam’s delightful full- 
page drawings, headpieces and end 
papers convey much of California’s 
charm and atmosphere. Index. 


U. P. 


Ss 
2.50 


Macmillan 917.4 

When he was agrowin’ up in the 
early nineteenth century, Hiram Rey- 
nolds heard many a story of the Green 
Mountain Boys, of fights with the 
“Injuns” and the Tories, and of the 
Revolution and the War of 1812, but 
most of the tales were about his 
Grandpa Reynolds, a pious, dreadful set 
sort of man who as a preacher on the 
frontier in York State fought the 
Devil. Others were about fun-loving 
Grandfather Miers, old Doc, who had 
ways of getting lazy old men and 
women out of bed and at work. Still 
others were of the lot of the pioneer 
women, how they had to use gumption 
for ingrejents when cookin’, how they 
made soft soap, and how once a thiev- 
ing “Injun” mistook it for liquor. 
Here Mrs Mournian sets it all down 
in a racy vernacular. 


+Mournian, J\/r In those days. 
¢ 


Peck, Graham. 


Through China’s wall. 
Houghton $3.50 915.1 

After idling long in Peking, the 
author-artist became more venturesome 
and traveled far and wide in the in- 
terior in 1936-37, mingling with the 
Chinese in overloaded buses, journey- 
ing on foot with native guides or sail- 
ing down the Yangtze in a ramshackle 
sampan, always intent on sketching the 
picturesque types especially in the 
Szechuan, Kweichow and Yunnan pro- 
vinces. While touching on the Japan- 
ese invasion of China, the narrative is 
both a brilliantly detailed evocation of 
the country and of the Chinese and a 


graphic record, humorous and_ alert, 
of his own experiences. Fourteen por- 
traits and innumerable drawings in the 
text. 


+Pinkerton, Kathrene. Three’s a crew. 
Carrick $2.75 917.1 
Starting with summer cruises, ex- 
ploring the inlets of British Columbia, 
and then in a larger yacht, adventur- 
ing in the waters of southeastern 


Alaska, dropping anchor in enchanting 


coves, visiting glaciers and trout pools, 
or fishing for salmon, the author, her 
husband and young daughter spent 
seven years afloat, with fewer and 
fewer intervals on land. As in Wilder- 
ness wife (Carrick 1939 $2.75) Kath- 
rene Pinkerton packs this 
with absorbing and entertaining inci- 
dent, and opens up new and exciting 
vistas. Photographs. Map on _ end 
papers. 


tStefansson, Vilhjalmur. 
first American republic. Doubleday 
$3.50 914.91 
After two background chapters on 
the history and the literature of Ice- 
land, this authoritative volume surveys 
developments and present-day condi- 


Iceland, the 


tions in education, medical services, the 


cooperative movement, agriculture, fish- 
eries, commerce and communications 


etc. Finally the explorer-author deals J 


with Iceland for the tourist, and the 
emigration of Icelanders to the Ameri- 
cas. Photographs. Bibliography and 
additional information in appendixes. 


Biography 


+Booker, E. L. News is my job. Mac- 
millan $. B or 92 


During the past 18 years of chaos 
and war in China, the author has been 
correspondent for the International 
News Service of New York, her vari- 
ous assignments frequently taking her 
into the very center of danger and peril, 
whether she was interviewing war lords 
in the north, or scooping the world on 
the story of the downfall of Sun Yat- 
sen, or more recently observing the re- 
sults of the Sino-Japanese war at the 
front. Authentic, and exciting, the 
narrative has diverse interests, not the 
least being personal glimpses of leading 
Chinese figures, including General- 
issimo and Madame Chiang Kai-shek. 
Map on end papers, photographs, index. 
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Boone. Bakeless, John. Master of the 
wilderness, Daniel Boone. Morrow 
$3.50 B or 92 


Based upon original Boone manu- 
scripts, much of the material appearing 
in print for the first time, this is the 
story of the great frontiersman’s lite 
in its entirety from his early years in 
Kentucky opening up the land, clearing 
it, defending it from the Indians, and 
fighting in the Revolution, on to his last 
years as hunter and trapper in Missouri 
after he had lost all his land claims in 
Kentucky. Portraits, facsimiles of 
documents, map. Bibliography and 
notes, index. 


Bretz, Mrs Alice. I again. 
(Whittlesey House pub.) McGraw 
$1.75 B or 92 

Having suddenly entered the world 
of the blind, the author valiantly set 
about learning to live in it. From early 
readjustments to everyday routine and 
all sorts of activities within doors she 
went on to the grand adventure of 
going out alone in a taxi to shop or for 
luncheon. This is the inspiriting chron- 
icle of a gallant woman who can find 
a thrill in outwitting difficulties and 
who, facing the fact of her blindness, 
has achieved happiness, a philosophy of 
life and a living, vital faith. 


begin 


Columbus. Madariaga, Salvador de. 


Christopher Columbus. Macmillan 
$4 B or 92 

In the life and character of Colum- 
bus, the distinguished author finds much 
that is enigmatic, and so he sets out 
to find the keys which will unlock these 
mysteries. In the narrative, fascinat- 
ing to the more thoughtful reader in 
its sweep and scope, old chronicles, 
contemporary authors and the docu- 
ments of Columbus himself are con- 
sulted; facts and conclusions are 
drawn from clues and conjectures con- 
cerning the lineage, the character and 
the career of the man whose “ single 
spirit changed the course of history... 
doubled the size of man’s _ physical 
world and widened his mental horizon 
beyond the wildest expectations of the 
age.” Portrait, maps. Bibliography, 
notes, indexes. 


tLincoln. Rogers, Agnes. Abraham 


Little $2 B or 92 
A graphic, impressive depiction of 
Lincoln’s career and the background of 


Lincoln. 
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Mencken, H. L. 


Milne, A. A. Autobiography. 
$3 B or 92 


Stalin. 


his times, combining a vivid, explana- 
tory text and 175 reproductions of 
photographs, paintings, contemporary 
drawings and engravings. Chronology. 


Happy days, 1880- 
1892. Knopf $2.75 B or 92 


Marked by wit and humor, this is 
the amusing saga of the author's 
secure and happy childhood spent in 
the Baltimore of the ’80’s. How dur- 
ing that period “the comfortable and 
complacent bourgeoisie” and their off- 
spring lived and worked and played is 
typified in the story of the Mencken 
family and their friends and neighbors. 
Portrait. Some of the chapters ap- 
peared in the New Yorker. 


Dutton 


With volatile humor and a delightful 
casualness, yet with sincerity and 
honesty, Milne writes of his childhood 
afflicted with long curls, a “ Little Lord 
Fauntleroy make-up,” and a precocious 
mathematical ability, of his school and 
university days, and his life as a writer, 
from his association with Punch to his 
writings of plays, children’s books and 
novels. Portrait. 


Stalin. (Al- 
Longmans $3.75 
B or 92 


At once a biography of Stalin and 
a detailed history of Bolshevism, this 
volume by one of the founders of the 
French communist party is at the same 
time a scathing indictment of the 
Stalin regime. Index. 


Souvarine, Boris. 
liance Bk Corp.) 


+Taft, William Howard. Pringle, H. F. 


Life and times of William Howard 
Taft. 2v. Farrar $7.50 B or 92 

The author, given full access to the 
former president’s official and private 
papers, and terming his book “an au- 
thorized but not official biography,” has 
vividly re-created Taft’s personality in 
this absorbing and friendly but not un- 
critical narrative of Taft’s entire 
career. Special attention is given to 
the events of his presidency, to the 
troubles within the Republican party 
and especially to the misunderstandings 
and friction which broke his friendship 
with Theodore Roosevelt. Fully illus- 
trated. Bibliography. 





Fiction 
Bentley, Phyllis. The power and the 
glory. Macmillan $2.50 

The “ troublous and perplexed times ” 
of Charles I and of Cromwell, when 
men were denied their civil and reli- 
gious liberty and household was divided 
against household, furnish both back- 
ground and theme of this leisurely, in- 
timate chronicle of three generations of 
the Thorpe family, as related by the 
staid, beautiful Penninah Clarkson, 
who marries the young Puritan, John 
Thorpe, son of a prosperous master 
clothier in a Yorkshire village, though 
she loves his gay rich cousin who fights 
with the Royalists. 


Bojer, Johan. The king's 
from the 


men; tr. 
Barrows 
Appleton-Century $2.50 


Norwegian by 
Mussey. 
The scene of the story is Norway in 
the years preceding 1905 when the 
whole country was talking of seceding 
irom Sweden. How an army of civil- 
ians is whipped into some semblance 
of shape through the short summer 
months is revealed with a_ twinkling 
humor and a simplicity born of artistry. 
At the same time characters of all 
ranks are touched to life, from soldiers 
with their love affairs, to officials and 
officers, among the latter a fine aristo- 
cratic colonel puzzled and grieved by 
the breach widening between him and 
his more radical sons and daughters. 


+Delafield, E. M., pseud. 


cial lady in wartime. 


The provin- 
Harper $2.50 

In this the most amusing of her 
diaries, the “ Provincial lady” departs 
from her Devonshire home to seek a 
war job in London. Turned away, 
like thousands of others, from one 
government office after another, with 
the admonition to “Stand By” till 
needed, she volunteers for work in a 
woman’s underground canteen. Her 
London social and official contacts, the 
mystifying conduct of the war, the 
consequent rumors and gossip together 
with her observations as to the devas- 
tating effect of responsibility and 
power on women’s tempers and man- 
ners afford rich opportunity for the 
play of her candor and wit. 


Dunsany, Edward, baron. Story of 
Mona Sheehy. Harper $2.50 

The simple, superstitious villagers in 
an Irish hamlet have cause to believe 


Feuchtwanger, Lion. 


that Mona Sheehy is the daughter -of 
the Queen of the Fairies. In telling 
how this belief makes Mona too proud 
to wed the boy who loves her, and 
how, thrust out into the world by the 
frightening gossip of two old women, 
she learns a new set of values from 
such diverse sources as traveling tinkers 
and the methods of a London adver- 
tising agency, Dunsany gives full rein 
to both his poetic and his ironic fancy. 


Edmonds, W. D. Chad Hanna. (At- 


lantic Monthly Press bks) Little 
$2.75 

Circumstances connected with help- 
ing a runaway slave escape into 
Canada, make it advisable for quick- 
tempered, quick-witted, freckle-nosed 
young Chad Hanna to vanish from his 
job as tavern hostler in Canastota, 
N. Y., one night when a circus is in 
town. Enamored of “a lady rider” 
and her fine black horse, Chad identi- 
fies himself with the fortunes and mis- 
fortunes of Huguenine’s Great and 
Only International Circus, as it travels 
the country roads of New York with 
its menagerie of one miserable old lion, 
its five wagons and quarrelling but 
loyal little troupe of performers. Told 
with an authenticity of detail which 
re-creates the round of circus life of 
the time in fair and stormy weather. 
The serial version appeared in Satur- 
day Evening Post under title Red 
wheels rolling. 


Paris Gazette; 
tr. by Willa and Edwin - Muir. 
Viking Press $3 

The Paris Gazette, with a staff of 
German emigrants, is the rebellious 
voice of the Opposition to the Nazi 
regime, revealing to the world the 
injustice and barbarism of the Third 
Reich. In a brilliantly contrived plot 
incorporating both the vicissitudes of 
the Gazette and the absorbing indi- 
vidual problems of members of the 
press, and of their enemies, the power- 
ful Nazi agents bent on liquidating 
both them and their paper, various 
characters are acutely observed — some 
growing stronger, some disintegrating 
under the strain of exile or the pres- 
sure of personal desires. 


Ficke, A. D. Mrs Morton of Mexico. 
Reynal $2.50 


Each of the engaging episodes of the 
elderly Mrs Morton’s experiences in 
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the Mexico that this wise, indomitable 
and amusing woman has lived in and 
loved for many years, skilfully presents 
some aspect of the beauty of the land 
or of the character, the turbulence, the 
ignorance, the superstitions or the cul- 
ture of the people. 


Gaither, Frances. Follow the Drink- 
ing Gourd. Macmillan $2.50 
Having too many slaves on his 
Georgia estate, “Mas John” buys a 
plantation in Alabama, and settles a 
group there. But his heart misgives 
him to have to leave his devoted slaves, 
his by birth and inheritance, in the 
hands of an _ overseer. How the 
Negroes and the plantation fare under 
absentee ownership, and how at last, 
Poldo, the most faithful of all, can 
bear it no longer, and sets out to follow 
the guidance of the Drinking Gourd 
(the Big Dipper), as it points to the 
North star and freedom, is_ related 
with genuine understanding and artistic 
simplicity. 


Glaspell, Susan. The morning is near 
us. Stokes $2.50 
Lovely Lydia Chippman, believing 
her father dead, returns to her Ameri- 
can home with two adopted foreign 
children after an enforced absence of 
19 years. The story, taut with sus- 
pense, describes with sensitivity not 
only Lydia’s happiness in the thought 
that she is carrying out her father’s 
wishes, but also the fineness of spirit 
that enables her to meet with love and 
courage the cruel explanation of her 
parents’ mysterious treatment of her 
as a child and young woman. 


Hare, Martin, pseud. Polonaise. Mac- 
millan $2.50 


A divorce being imminent between 
his parents, Cas, a young English boy, 
is told that he must decide with which 
one he desires to live, and is made to 
feel that “it is difficult to see where 
he fits in.” Then he and his little 
sisters are packed off to spend some 
time with their Polish cousins in 
Warsaw, till things are settled. In a 
narrative, full of understanding of the 
child mind and of knowledge of Polish 
life, the children are seen adjusting 
themselves to a different way of life. 
while Cas is stirred by the history of 
the Poles, and finally solves the fam- 
ily’s divorce problem. 
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Nathan, Robert. 


Richter, Conrad. 


Kozik, Francis. The great Debureau; 


tr. by Dora Round. Farrar $2.75 


For years, Gaspard Debureau, a poor 
Czech pantomimist, accustomed to kicks 
and blows, has played the part of a 
clown in a little third-rate theater in 
Paris, and then in his creation of the 
role of Pierrot he wins both fame 
and the affection of the people. A 
moving study of a sensitive man and 
a great actor, with his despairs and 
heartbreaks, his triumphs and his brief 
moments of happiness, in the setting 
of early nineteenth century France. 


Mendelssohn, Peter. Across the dark 


river. Doubleday $2.50 

A young Aryan cobbler from Styria 
arrives in a little Austrian village at 
the moment the Jews are being har- 
assed by the Nazis. Merging his lot 
with the Jews, he falls in love with a 
delicate, frightened girl and goes with 
the group as they are driven through 
wind and rain from frontier to fron- 
tier, admitted nowhere until they find 
temporary sanctuary on a rotting old 
barge. Another burning indictment of 
Nazi methods of oppression and of 
cruelty to innocent peoples, based on a 
true incident. 


Portrait of Jennie. 
Knopf $2 

A young artist, his courage gone and 
desperate at the world’s indifference, 
meets a little girl in an old-fashioned 
dress one night, playing alone on a 
New York street, who asks him to 
wait for her to grow up. How in the 
following months, Jennie, transcending 
time and space, and on each visit sev- 
eral years older, comes to him, waiting 
and longing, and how he paints her 
portrait which is to make him famous, 
and through Jennie finds meaning in 
life and love and beauty is delicately 
revealed in a fantasy whose gossamer 
threads are as real as the realities with 
which they are interwoven. 
The trees. Knopf 
$2.50 

In the lonely American wilderness 
north of the Ohio river, the pioneer 
Luckett family face isolation, the hard- 
ships of primitive living, privation and 
sorrow. It is through the mind of 
Sayward, the oldest daughter and the 
staunchest of them all, that the events 
are viewed, from the death of the 





mother overcome by her horror of the 
trees to Sayward’s own revolt against 
them. Written in a rhythmic, lyrical 
prose, which has caught the archaic 
idioms and vernacular of the speech of 
the period. 


Romains, Jules. Verdun; tr. from the 
French by Gerard Hopkins. (Men 
of good will ser.) Knopf $2.50 


A brilliant revelation on a panoramic 
scale of the “ prelude” to the battle of 
Verdun and the events of the battle 
itself, disclosing with insight, sensitivity 
and imagination, the state of mind of 
France, the lives and loves, the per- 
sonal ambitions, philosophy and reac- 
tions of the French as they took part 
in the war, from generals, war minis- 
ters and profiteers to the men in the 
trenches. Of absorbing interest, the 
narrative, while volume 8 of the “ Men 
of good will” series, can be read as an 
independent story. 


Salminen, Sally. 
rows Mussey. 


Mariana; tr. by Bar- 
Farrar $2.50 

Spared in her childhood from the 
drudgery of hard farm work falling to 
the lot of her older brothers and sis- 
ters in their Aland Island home, Mari- 


ana later spends several quiet years 
clerking in a lonely, dark old store, 
afraid of life, yet half eager to meet 
it. And then she marries a vigorous 
young farmer, but soon rebels against 


the endless toil. The way in which 
Mariana comes to terms with life is 
skilfully woven by the author into the 
larger pattern of the lives and problems 
= her family and friends and neigh- 
OTS. 


Stevenson, D. E. 
regiment. 


Mrs. Tim of the 
Farrar $2.50 


Being the devoted wife of an officer 
of a British regiment is not without its 
difficult moments, even in times of 
peace, as is evidenced in the pages of 
the charming Mrs Tim’s diary to which 
she confides now gaily, now with mock 
despair, her comments on her responsi- 
bilities when Tim is transferred to yet 
another army post. No wonder she 
looks forward to a brief and idle holi- 
day in the Highlands of Scotland away 
from servant problems and the demands 
of a dependent husband, unaware of the 
very active role she is about to play 
in the lives of two men because of her 


Still, James. 


charm and gaiety. ‘Reminiscent in style 
of E. M. Delafield’s Provincial lady in 
London. 


River of earth. Viking 


Press $2.50 


With his family “allus a-going” 
from one mining camp to another, be- 
cause they are “everly” closing down, 
a young Kentucky boy tells, in poetic 
idiom, of the hard scrabble life is for 
them all, and decides “ pine-blank he 
haint going to be a miner like his 
father,” who refuses again and again 
to grant the mother’s yearning desire 
to “settle down in a lone spot, with a 
garden-piece for fresh victuals, and a 
cow to furnish milk for the baby.” 
Full of episodes both humorous and 
pathetic, which evoke the character and 
background of these people. 


Swinnerton, Frank. Two 


Doubleday $2.50 


Wives. 


All the while Sam Barnabas is win- 
ning acclaim and a large income as a 
popular English comedian, he is long- 
ing to star in tragedy instead; but life 
itself brings tragedy to this kindly, 
generous, unassertive little man, 
through marital troubles and a brother's 
crime. In this narrative of Sam’s ex- 
periences which reveals the true measure 
of his character and ability, Swinner- 
ton is even to a greater degree the pene- 
trating observer of life and of the re- 
actions of person on person, whether 
he is writing of family vicissitudes or 
the theatrical world, of the sordid and 
macabre, or of the lovable and admir- 
able in men and women. 


Wickenden, Dan. Walk like a mortal. 


Morrow $2.50 


All his young life, sensitive, idealis- 
tic Gabe Mackenzie has been dominated 
by his mother, and now, a senior in 
high school he is aware of her increas- 
ing hostility toward his easy-going 
father. In the months of confusion, 
worry and suspense Gabe adjusts him- 
self to changing human relationships, 
keeps his emotional balance and main- 
tains his place in sports and scholarship 
at school. Related with acute psycho- 
logical perception in a story marked by 
vivid characterization and telling inci- 
dent. 
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Brown, J 
Frome 
Scribni 

Echard, | 
Double 


Heyer, C 
(Crime 





Mystery and detective stories 


Brown, Mrs Zenith (Leslie Ford, David 
Frome, pseuds.) Road to folly. 
Scribner $2 

Echard, Margaret. 
Doubleday $2 


Stand-in for death. 


Heyer, Georgette. No wind of blame. 
(Crime club) Doubleday $2 


Lockridge, Mrs Frances, & Lockridge, 
Richard. The Norths meet murder. 
Stokes $2 

McGuire, Paul. 
Morrow $2 

Rawson, Clayton. Footprints on the 
ceiling. Putnam $2 

Stewart, J. I. M. 


Enter three witches. 


(Michael Innes, 


pseud.) The spider strikes. Dodd $2.50 
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